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September 2022

Dear Parent or Guardian,

This Parent Guide to the Elementary Curriculum is intended to provide a broad overview of the
expectations, core subjects, and experiences that your child will have as he or she progresses
through elementary school. The guide provides a description of the academic standards and
subject matter taught in kindergarten through grade four in Farmington. The Farmington Public
Schools has a strong, comprehensive, standards-based curriculum, which follows the guidelines
of the Common Core for State Standards for both literacy and mathematics and includes
sequential instruction in social studies, science, the arts and physical education.

We hope that this guide serves as an invitation for you to become a partner in your child’s
education. By becoming aware of the curriculum that your child will experience, you have the
unique opportunity to extend your child’s learning through a trip to the library, a visit to a
museum, a walk in the outdoors, or by sharing a bedtime story. When children see that their
parents are interested in what they are learning in school, they in turn place greater value on
their schoolwork.

No single document can fully explain the rich and complex nature of the elementary school
curriculum and instructional goals. We hope that you add to your understanding of the
elementary curriculum by attending open house and curriculum night programs at your child’s
school and by talking with teachers and administrators.

Sincerely,

Kimberly Wynne
Assistant Superintendent



OVERVIEW OF THE K-4
CURRICULUM

Elementary curriculum in Farmington is designed to promote literacy, develop math skills,
enhance students’ understanding of the world around them, cultivate collaborative and
independent behaviors and work habits, and teach citizenship.

All of Farmington’s curriculum, kindergarten through grade twelve, is developed through
content standards and essential understandings which have been written for each discipline.
These standards define the important knowledge, skills, and understandings we believe all
students must acquire in order to become fully functioning, well-educated citizens. Our skilled
and dedicated teachers are committed to helping all children reach these high standards.

The Farmington reading program is designed to develop skills, strategies, and habits to foster
life-long reading. Students read and discuss high quality texts with teacher guidance and
independently read self-selected “just right books”. Students also read a variety of content
texts in other curriculum areas, such as science, social studies and mathematics.

Writing is integrated into all aspects of the curriculum. Students write in a variety of forms to
communicate information, express opinions, and explore personal understanding of the world.
Students also engage in the process of writing by developing prewriting strategies, composing
drafts, revising, editing and reflecting upon finished work. Students are also provided with
opportunities to develop library, technology, and research skills.

All literacy instruction is based on the following essential understandings:

e Reading and writing require a fundamental knowledge of sounds, letters, words and the
conventions of language to read, write and speak effectively;

e Reading is a thinking process used to construct meaning; and
e Writing is a thinking process used to generate, clarify and communicate ideas.

The Farmington mathematics program focuses on developing students’ skills in many areas of
mathematics. By studying the underlying structure and relationship of numbers and operations
students learn to compute, estimate and solve mathematical problems in meaningful ways.
Instruction emphasizes problem solving strategies and reasoning as students arrive at and justify
mathematical solutions. Students are also helped to make connections among mathematical
concepts to strengthen and further their understanding.



The Farmington science program is designed to help students develop a sense of appreciation
and wonder about our world. Students engage in the practices of science and engineering as
they explore phenomena and solve problems. As students progress through the years, they
will develop enough knowledge to engage in discussions on

important issues and become critical consumers of scientific information related to their lives.
Throughout the elementary curriculum Farmington students are provided opportunities to
acquire the basic knowledge, skills and health literacy related to living a healthy and balanced
life. Across the curriculum students gain the knowledge and confidence to make healthy
decisions and to respect their bodies and minds as well as those of others.

The goal of the Farmington social studies program is to help students become
knowledgeable, thinking, and active citizens. They develop understanding by engaging in
inquiry and investigation about topics related to history, civics, geography and economics.
Students focus on developing their skills to analyze issues from multiple perspectives, develop
claims and support them with evidence, and take informed action.

Students in grades K - 4 begin their study of Spanish. During these years students start to
understand and speak basic conversational Spanish, make connections between what they are
learning in Spanish and the content and skills they are learning in their other academic work, and
develop an awareness and an appreciation for other peoples and cultures. In addition to the
long-term practical benefits of learning an additional language, studies have shown that this early
introduction of a world language contributes to the development of the brain’s executive
functioning such as cognitive control, focus, and problem solving.

Farmington elementary students have daily 40-minute classes rotating music, library media,
visual arts, and physical education. The mission of Farmington’s vocal music program
encourages students to perform, create and understand divergent forms of music so that they will
enjoy music throughout their lifetimes. Students develop independent musicianship required to
perform collaboratively, create original compositions, and appreciate music of various cultures.
Through the library media program, students learn computer skills, media literacy skills, and
develop the skills to choose reading materials they enjoy. The visual arts program promotes the
development of artistic thinking skills in each individual. Through practice in production (the
making of art), perception (the viewing of art) and reflection (the evaluation of art and ideas),
students develop an understanding of themselves and the world around them. The elementary
physical education program places an emphasis on students developing the competence,
confidence and persistence to find success in increasingly complex game, dance, gymnastic,
exercise and adventure movement environments. Students develop these movement skills and
literacy in order to understand the importance of daily movement in their lives.

Administrators, teachers, parents, and students work together to make sure each of our
elementary schools has an atmosphere that promotes active learning, student effort,
confidence, cooperation and respect. Each child is given the help needed to learn
important content, demonstrate high levels of achievement, and develop as individuals.



KINDERGARTEN LANGUAGE ARTS

Reading

The development of literacy is the central focus of the kindergarten program. Throughout the
year, students are immersed in a literature-rich environment. They are introduced to early
concepts of print and provided with direct instruction in language .
comprehension and word recognition. _.— iy
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The kindergarten reading program includes shared reading, when L
teachers demonstrate reading skills and strategies in a relaxed

enjoyable group setting; daily story time, when teachers read aloud quality literature; and
independent reading, when students select books for personal reading. Students participate in
guided reading, when small groups of students work with the teacher to use early reading
strategies to read.

Kindergarten students meet the grade level reading standard by demonstrating their ability to
read and comprehend text. Students apply letter-sound relationships and knowledge of how
words work in both reading and writing. They have a large core of known words that they
recognize automatically while reading continuous text. Students are able to talk about the story
when reading fiction and about what they learned when reading nonfiction.

Writing

Kindergarten students recognize the relationship between oral and written language. In other
words, they learn that what they say can be put into print. They begin to understand that letters
represent sounds, words are made by putting letters in purposeful sequences, and sentences are
made of several words. Through exploration and direct instruction in the writing process,
students generate story ideas. A Kindergarten writer expresses ideas in many ways. Students
learn that they can tell a story through the use of drawings, labels, and written words. Direct
instruction in letter formation supports students’ ability to write legibly and fluently. Students
write in three different text types: narrative, informational, and opinion.



MATHEMATICS

Another key focus of the kindergarten program is the development of numerical understanding
by means of manipulating, counting, and comparing sets. Concepts and skills are presented and
explored using concrete materials, hands-on activities, language arts strategies, and visual
representations. By the end of the year, students are solving addition and subtraction stories and
representing them with numbers and symbols.

SCIENCE, SOCIAL STUDIES, AND HEALTH

Explorations: Kindergarteners will explore concepts in science, social studies, and health
throughout the year. Students will learn through multisensory, open-ended explorations related
to our themes: I am a Citizen in my Community; Thinking like Scientists and Engineers;
Making Safe & Healthy Choices; and Our Beautiful Earth. As students engage in imaginative
and constructive play together, they will make sense of their world and learn to collaborate,
think critically, problem-solve, and innovate.

WORLD LANGUAGE

Students in Kindergarten will begin to understand and speak basic conversational Spanish.
Students will learn vocabulary and phrases that will allow them to be able to express basic
information about themselves, their daily routines, numbers, animals, and their environment.

LIBRARY/RESEARCH SKILLS

Kindergarten students are taught how to select appropriate books, replace books on the shelf,
recognize basic library terms and demonstrate responsible book care. Kindergartners are
introduced to a variety of books and authors, and learn to differentiate between fiction and
nonfiction.

MUSIC

The K-4 elementary vocal music curriculum focuses upon the development of independent
musicianship. Singing is the foundation of all music skills as the voice is the instrument.
Music skills are sequentially taught through the musical processes of performing, responding,
creating and connecting. Students develop independent musicianship by learning to read and
write musical notation through grade appropriate songs. Exploring movement and creating
new arrangements of music through song games and rounds allows students to make choices
towards innovative solutions. Students listen and respond to music making cultural
connections with language arts, social studies, art, and science through interdisciplinary
learning. Communicating through the language of music enables students to independently
explore the world around them through self-expression.



VISUAL ARTS

Students in grades K-4 explore and create art work using subject matter of architecture,

design, landscape, portrait, still life, and symbol systems. They have many opportunities to
explore a variety of materials while building and practicing skills and techniques that increase
in complexity with each grade. Art units integrate classroom themes in language arts, social
studies, math, and science, and students develop an ability to transfer and apply

knowledge from one situation to another, which results in deep authentic learning. Following
the Arts Propel model of perception, production and reflection, students gain understanding and
appreciation of the visual arts and their role in the world around them, across cultures and
throughout history.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

The kindergarten physical education program focuses on helping each student explore their
potential for movement.

The kindergarten student begins to emerge from the movement of early childhood where
movements tend to be more playful than purposeful. Movement for the kindergarten student is
focused on exploring the bodies’ capabilities for manipulating objects and moving and
controlling their body in space. It is here that students begin to see the possibilities for
throwing, kicking, running, rolling, twisting, turning, jumping and landing, etc. These
fundamental movements form the foundation for future participation in games, dance,
gymnastics and adventure based activities. Kindergarten students are provided opportunities to
purposefully practice and explore these possibilities in individual and small group activities.
The learning environment emphasizes effort and exploring as the foundation for success.
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FIRST GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS

Reading

Literacy is the focus of the first grade program. Throughout the year, .
students work to strengthen their reading strategies to read and -
comprehend text. This includes building sight vocabulary,
developing fluency and monitoring and self-correcting reading errors.

Students begin first grade reading stories that are predictable and patterned. As the year
progresses, they read less familiar, less predictable and longer stories. A wide variety of
literature and information texts are used in first grade.

First grade students meet the grade level reading standard by demonstrating ability to read and
comprehend text read orally as well as silently. They have a large core of known words that they
recognize automatically while reading continuous text. Students apply letter-sound relationships
and knowledge of how words work in both reading and writing. On familiar texts they read
fluently with phrasing, using the punctuation. They use pictures as a source of information, and
they are beginning to process print with less picture support. Students are able to talk about the
story when reading fiction and about what they learned when reading non-fiction.

Writing

In first grade, the writing program focuses on writing as a means of personal expression and as
a way to convey meaning. Using the writing process, students have the opportunity to think
(brainstorm for ideas and topics), plan (using pictures and labels), draft a piece, re-read and
check their own writing, master early language and writing conventions and share their writing
with others.

Students have the opportunity to write for a specific purpose and should be able to answer
the questions: What is your story about? What is the purpose of this piece? Students write
in three different text types: narrative, informational, and opinion.



FIRST GRADE MATHEMATICS

Students continue to develop skills and concepts using manipulatives and clear visual models. A
solid foundation of number sense is built during this important year. Students develop
understanding by moving from the use of concrete materials to pictorial representations to
abstract notation. Students are encouraged to practice and apply concepts, solve challenging
problems, and explain their thinking both orally and in writing. They work with numbers within
100 by comparing, ordering, and adding/subtracting them. They use objects, pictures and
symbols to develop skills and concepts about numbers and to justify their thinking. Concepts
about multiplication and division are introduced by the end of the year. Throughout the first
grade experience, the emphasis is on deep understanding which is characterized by flexible
thinking and problem solving.

SCIENCE

Weather: During our weather unit, first graders learn to gather and organize data and then use it to
make decisions. To begin the unit, students are presented with the task of developing a list of criteria
for the principal to use when deciding if they should have indoor or outdoor recess. Students
brainstorm a list of conditions they should study and use the inquiry process to gather information.
They also engage in the engineering process to design a tool to measure the wind.

They use these and other tools to collect data about the conditions of weather (and discuss/write
whether or not those conditions would be safe/comfortable for outdoor recess). In addition,

students learn to design and carry out a scientific investigation that helps them determine the

best material to wear in the rain. Throughout the unit, students use data to make decisions about
their lives and then support them with evidence.

Organisms: During the organisms unit, first graders study models of land and water habitats.
Through reading and science-based discussions, they learn what it means to be alive and what
plants and animals need to live. By observing, drawing, and writing in their science journals,
students develop the understanding that each organism has structures and each structure has a
function that helps it survive. First graders are introduced to the idea that scientists work with
evidence; they learn to draw conclusions about organisms based on their observations and
support their ideas with evidence.

HEALTH

In first grade, students learn about the food pyramid and how to select healthy snacks and the
importance of daily physical activity, obeying safety rules at school, home and in the
neighborhood. Basic hygiene is also reinforced. Students learn the importance of treating others
with respect, and how to express feelings in appropriate ways. They practice ways to refuse
things that are not good for them. The Farmington Youth Officer teaches bicycle safety and
stranger safety; the Farmington Fire Department teaches fire safety.



SOCIAL STUDIES

Geography: First graders study how geography impacts the way people live. They begin with
an introduction to different types of maps (political, physical, climate) and they explore how
we can use maps to learn about our community and places around the world. After examining
various maps, students create their own. As the unit progresses, first graders discuss how
people adapt to live in climates around the world. They also engage in the engineering process
to design, build, and test a model of a house for a rainy climate.

WORLD LANGUAGE

First graders will begin to understand and speak basic conversational Spanish. Students will
learn vocabulary and phrases that will allow them to be able to express basic information about
themselves, numbers, pets, celebrations with family, shopping. They will also be able to
communicate in Spanish some of what they learn in science class.This course is designed as a
continued introduction to Spanish.

LIBRARY/RESEARCH SKILLS

First graders learn about the various sections in the library and to locate both fiction and
nonfiction collections. They learn to identify the author, title and illustrator for any book, read
and hear a variety of fiction and nonfiction, and learn to distinguish unique characteristics of
selected authors’ and illustrators’ styles. First graders begin to recognize their personal
preferences in book selection. They also perform simple inquiry tasks using a variety of print
and electronic resources.

MUSIC

The K-4 elementary vocal music curriculum focuses upon the development of independent
musicianship. Singing is the foundation of all music skills as the voice is the instrument.
Music skills are sequentially taught through the musical processes of performing, responding,
creating and connecting. Students develop independent musicianship by learning to read and
write musical notation through grade appropriate songs. Exploring movement and creating
new arrangements of music through song games and rounds allows students to make choices
towards innovative solutions. Students listen and respond to music making cultural
connections with language arts, social studies, art, and science through interdisciplinary
learning. Communicating through the language of music enables students to independently
explore the world around them through self-expression.



VISUAL ARTS

Students in grades K-4 explore and create art work using subject matter of architecture, design,
landscape, portrait, still life, and symbol systems. They have many opportunities to explore a
variety of materials while building and practicing skills and techniques that increase in
complexity with each grade. Art units integrate classroom themes in language arts, social studies,
math, and science, and students develop an ability to transfer and apply knowledge from one
situation to another, which results in deep authentic learning. Following the Arts Propel model of
perception, production and reflection, students gain understanding and appreciation of the visual
arts and their role in the world around them, across cultures and throughout history.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

In first grade physical education students continue to build a repertoire of movement responses
related to manipulating objects (throwing, catching, kicking, etc.) ,loco-motor movements
(skipping, galloping, sliding, rolling) and non-locomotor movements (bending, twisting, turning)
and begin to refine these movements towards a mature form. Beyond beginning to understand
what the body can do, students begin to understand the concepts related to movement such as;
Effort (amount of muscular effort need for a particular movement as well as the speed and
rhythm of the movement ), Space (where the body can and should move in a given situation) and
Body Awareness (the relationship between the mover and other movers, boundaries, and
equipment. ) In addition, the first grade students begin to understand the physiological concepts
related to movement such as heart rate and strength as well as the importance of daily physical
activity. The learning environment in grade 1 emphasizes continued effort and exploration with
an emerging focus on having students tolerate initial failure and to keep trying.
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LANGUAGE ARTS
Reading
LB
The second grade literacy program continues to strengthen and extend reading < =|__
skills. Throughout the year, students work to increase word recognition skills, - - W,
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to become more fluent, and to acquire significant vocabulary. There is —

continued emphasis on monitoring and self-correcting reading errors,
improving accuracy, and reading with phrasing and expression. Students
engage in rich discussions about books.

A wide variety of quality literature is used in second grade. Students read poetry, folk tales,
fairy tales, biographies, stories and informational texts. Skills and strategy instruction is
integrated into discussion about literature selections during guided reading lessons. Second
grade students are also taught to make appropriate book choices as they independently read for
enjoyment and information.

Writing

In second grade, the writing program continues to focus on writing as a means of personal
expression and as a way to convey meaning. Students learn to think (brainstorm for ideas and
topics), plan, draft, revise, edit, and share their writing with others. Although aspects of the
writing process are highlighted during classroom instruction, students come to understand how
they recur and interrelate during actual composing. Second grade writers continue to learn the
craft of writing: structure, development and language conventions.

Students have the opportunity to write for different audiences, for a specific purpose and in a
variety of forms including narrative, opinion, and informational writing.

MATHEMATICS

Second grade students continue to develop skills and concepts using manipulatives and clear
visual models. Students expand their understanding of the base-ten system by building on
previously taught concepts and moving from the use of concrete materials to pictorial
representations to abstract notation. Students develop fluency with adding and subtracting within
100. They work with numbers within 1000 by comparing, ordering, and adding/subtracting them
using objects, pictures and symbols. Multiplication and division concepts for 2, 5, and 10 are
developed mid-year and expand to 3s and 4s by the end of the year. Second grade students learn
about standard units of linear measure. They build, draw, analyze, and reason about composing
and decomposing shapes in order to develop a foundation for understanding geometry concepts.
Students are encouraged to practice and apply concepts, solve challenging problems, and explain
their thinking both orally and in writing across all topics. Throughout the second grade
experience, the emphasis is on deep understanding which is characterized by flexible thinking



and problem solving.

SCIENCE

Forces: Inquiry and Investigations: Students work as collaborative groups to study topics of
choice related to forces such as magnets, static electricity, and motion. They read
informational books, take notes in research journals, and write books to share with others.
Students work as scientists as they learn to ask testable questions, design and carry out
investigations, and draw conclusions from their data. In addition, students engage in the
engineering design process with projects related to forces.

Pollinators: This unit kicks off with a video that explores a phenomenon in nature: pollination.
What is this important and fascinating process that is happening with plants and animals?
Second graders learn the parts of a butterfly while watching them hatch from caterpillars into
painted lady butterflies. They also learn about the life cycle of a plant while observing it
firsthand (mystery seeds). As they study life cycles of both butterflies and plants, students
further explore their interdependence and the process of pollination. Next, students research
various pollinators (bees/hummingbirds) and learn more about why these pollinators are
important. Students take a field trip to Auer Farm to participate in experiences created for our
district. To culminate the unit, classes will decide on how to take action in order to have an
impact (ie - promote awareness, plant a pollinator garden, etc.).

HEALTH

In second grade, students learn about the types of foods in each category of the food pyramid and
learn to plan a healthy breakfast. They begin to read food labels and learn to identify the salt,
sugar, fat and caffeine content of foods. The positive effects of daily physical exercise are
emphasized. Safety in school, at home and in the neighborhood is reinforced through classroom
lessons and a visit from the Farmington Youth Officer. Fire safety is taught by the Farmington
Fire Department. Students learn and practice how to express feelings in appropriate ways.

The negative effects of alcohol and tobacco are discussed and second grade students begin
to develop ways to “say no” in dangerous situations.

SOCIAL STUDIES

Conflict and Resolution: The second grade year begins with a social studies/health unit about
conflict and resolution. The first bend on friendships and feelings begins with a call to create
resources to teach others about solving our own problems. Classes brainstorm ways that they
would like to do this (videos, skits, etc). Using literature and discussion, students explore the
qualities that make a good friend and set goals for themselves. They learn about feelings and
discuss how to recognize the feelings of others. Next, students explore various causes of
conflicts with others and learn strategies for resolving these conflicts. Finally, students explore
internal conflicts and learn strategies for resolving conflicts within themselves.

Changemakers: Second graders study strategies that people use to advocate for fairness



and/or to help others in need. Students will engage in conversations about diversity, fairness,
discrimination, and racism. In the context of the Civil Rights Movement in the United States,
the class will learn about people who advocated for fairness by using various strategies
(speeches, marches, sit ins, boycotts). These stories will be explored through picture books,
video clips, and discussions. Students will discuss strategies to stand up for others in their own
lives (such as be a buddy; tell an adult). To culminate the unit, students will learn about some
young, modern-day changemakers who are recognizing problems or unfairness and working to
improve life for others. Examples include starting a buddy bench at recess, having drives for
those in need, and forming a girls’ STEM camp. Acting as changemakers, the class will work
collaboratively on a project to support others in the community. Some projects in the past have
included becoming penpals with seniors in town and hosting drives based on local needs.

WORLD LANGUAGE

Second graders continue to understand and speak basic conversational Spanish. Students

will continue to learn vocabulary and phrases that will allow them to be able to express and
elicit basic information related to age, family, feelings, sports and hobbies, travel, and
restaurants.

They will also be able to communicate in Spanish some of what they learn in science class. The
course will begin to assess students’ interpersonal speaking proficiency level in the language
based on American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages Proficiency Levels.

LIBRARY/RESEARCH SKILLS

Second graders are introduced to a variety of new books, series, and authors, and can identify
their personal reading preferences. Second graders perform at least one inquiry project using
both print and electronic resources. They are taught note taking techniques and how to organize
information accessed from multiple sources. They learn how to access information from several
online databases.

MUSIC

The K-4 elementary vocal music curriculum focuses upon the development of independent
musicianship. Singing is the foundation of all music skills as the voice is the instrument.
Music skills are sequentially taught through the musical processes of performing,
responding, creating and connecting. Students develop independent musicianship by
learning to read and write musical notation through grade appropriate songs. Exploring
movement and creating new arrangements of music through song games and rounds
allows students to make choices towards innovative solutions. Students listen and respond
to music making cultural connections with language arts, social studies, art, and science
through interdisciplinary learning. Communicating through the language of music enables
students to independently explore the world around them through self-expression.



VISUAL ARTS

Students in grades K-4 explore and create art work using subject matter of architecture, design,
landscape, portrait, still life, and symbol systems. They have many opportunities to explore a
variety of materials while building and practicing skills and techniques that increase in
complexity with each grade. Art units integrate classroom themes in language arts, social studies,
math, and science, and students develop an ability to transfer and apply knowledge from one
situation to another, which results in deep authentic learning. Following the Arts Propel model of
perception, production and reflection, students gain understanding and appreciation of the visual
arts and their role in the world around them, across cultures and throughout history.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

In second grade students continue to refine fundamental manipulative, loco-motor and
non-locomotor skills with a strong focus on demonstrating mature form for selected skills.
Students also begin to become more sophisticated in using the vocabulary of movement related
to Body, Effort and Space concepts. Second grade students are engaged in a variety of
individual, partner and small group activities with a focus on using their emerging skills in
developmentally appropriate activities in games, exercise, gymnastics and adventure activities.
In second grade students begin to understand the components of fitness and start to become
familiar with assessments for each. The learning environment is focused on students
developing their competence, confidence and persistence in movement.



LANGUAGE ARTS

Reading

The third grade literacy program further develops the skills and
strategies necessary for reading and understanding texts independently
while also nurturing interest in a variety of genres. Through a program
rich in fiction and non-fiction, students continue to acquire vocabulary
and word recognition skills. They use multiple reading strategies while
fluently reading increasingly more complex texts. During the year,
students participate in units of study when they learn specific strategies to enhance
understanding of fiction, non-fiction, and poetry selections.

Third grade students continue to develop the ability to comprehend a variety of texts. They read
silently most of the time and begin to focus on the deeper meaning of the text. Readers are able
to sustain silent reading and understanding over longer periods of time as well as through longer
texts. Readers begin to show interest in a wide variety of genres including realistic fiction,
biography, historical fiction, science fiction and informational text. Third graders are able to
integrate a variety of reading skills and strategies to enhance understanding of text. They write
about text-related ideas and participate in discussions to share interpretations with others.

Writing

Third grade writers continue to learn the craft of writing: structure, development and language
conventions. Students become increasingly familiar with the recursive nature of the writing
process as they think (brainstorm for ideas and topics), plan, draft, revise, edit and share their
writing with others. Students have the opportunity to write for different audiences, for a specific
purpose and in a variety of forms including narrative, opinion, and informational writing.

MATHEMATICS

Third grade students continue to develop skills and concepts using manipulatives and clear
visual models. Students expand their understanding of the base-ten system by building on
previously taught concepts and moving from the use of concrete materials to pictorial
representations to abstract notation. Students develop fluency with multiplication and division
within 100 using equal size groups, arrays, and area models. They develop an understanding of
fractions. They compare and classify 2 dimensional shapes and apply fraction and
multiplication concepts to determine area. Students are encouraged to practice and apply



concepts, solve challenging problems, and explain their thinking both orally and in writing
across all topics. Throughout the third grade experience, the emphasis is on deep understanding
which is characterized by flexible thinking and problem solving.

SCIENCE

Earth’s Resources: This unit begins by prompting students to think about a scientific
phenomena: Where does our drinking water come from? Third graders construct models of their
current beliefs and revisit them during the unit. Students learn more about what natural resources
are, how we use them in our own lives, and how Farmington has many natural resources that we
use in different ways. Throughout the unit, students analyze data and gather information in order
to learn about our drinking water (water cycle, watersheds, reservoirs, water treatment plants).
To culminate the unit, students discuss ways to protect our water resources and set a goal.

Habitats and Organisms: In this integrated unit (science/literacy), students access and
synthesize information from multiple sources in order to learn how organisms survive in their
habitats. They study how plants and animals have structural and behavioral adaptations that
enable them to obtain food, protect themselves and their offspring, and survive the elements.
After participating in a collaborative inquiry study about a related topic of interest, students
compose informational picture books in order to document and expand their understanding of
the world.

HEALTH

In grade three, students continue to study nutrition by learning to plan a healthy menu for a day
using the food pyramid as a guide. They chart their daily physical activity and set personal
fitness goals. “Home Alone” and “Bike, Skateboard, In-Line Skating Safety and Fire Safety”
presentations are made to each third grade classroom by the Farmington Youth Officer and the
Farmington Fire Department. Students learn to express feelings in healthy, appropriate ways.

SOCIAL STUDIES

On This Land: Indigenous Peoples and Colonists: This unit integrates informational
reading, opinion writing, and social studies around the study of Indigenous Peoples and
Colonists. Students will develop an understanding of U.S. geography and explore the question
of how geography influenced and continues to influence the cultures of Indigenous People and
Americans today. They will use primary sources, artistic images, and texts to draw conclusions
about the historical events surrounding the encounters between the Indigenous People and
Colonists. Through inquiry activities, they will compare and contrast the ways people and the
land shape each other. Lastly, they will draw conclusions about preserving land for future
generations in a written opinion piece.

WORLD LANGUAGE

Third graders continue to understand and speak basic conversational Spanish. Students will



continue to learn vocabulary and phrases that will allow them to be able to express and elicit
basic information related to their personality traits, school life, hobbies and interests, getting
around town, shopping, and animal habitats in Connecticut. This course will assess students
interpersonal speaking proficiency level in the language based on American Council on the
Teaching of Foreign Languages Proficiency Levels.
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LIBRARY/RESEARCH SKILLS

Third grade students learn to access books in the library collection via the online catalog, in
order to retrieve sources to meet personal and assigned needs. Third grade students are
introduced to a variety of series, authors, and genres through book talks and read-alouds. They
perform at least one research/inquiry project using a variety of print and electronic resources.
They are introduced to several digital methods of communicating their results, and learn the
importance of giving credit to sources.

MUSIC

The K-4 elementary vocal music curriculum focuses upon the development of independent
musicianship. Singing is the foundation of all music skills as the voice is the instrument.
Music skills are sequentially taught through the musical processes of performing, responding,
creating and connecting. Students develop independent musicianship by learning to read and
write musical notation through grade appropriate songs. Exploring movement and creating
new arrangements of music through song games and rounds allows students to make choices
towards innovative solutions. Students listen and respond to music making cultural
connections with language arts, social studies, art, and science through interdisciplinary
learning. Communicating through the language of music enables students to independently
explore the world around them through self-expression.

String instrument lessons continue in third grade. Students have a thirty-minute lesson and a
forty-minute group instruction class each week.

VISUAL ARTS

Students in grades K-4 explore and create art work using subject matter of architecture, design,
landscape, portrait, still life, and symbol systems. They have many opportunities to explore a
variety of materials while building and practicing skills and techniques that increase in
complexity with each grade. Art units integrate classroom themes in language arts, social studies,
math, and science, and students develop an ability to transfer and apply knowledge from one
situation to another, which results in deep authentic learning.

Following the Arts Propel model of perception, production and reflection, students gain
understanding and appreciation of the visual arts and their role in the world around them, across
cultures and throughout history.



PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Third grade students begin to purposefully apply their increasingly mature fundamental skills in
increasingly more complex and specialized environments. For instance, in a modified game,
students are challenged to throw both close and far from the body, while standing still or
running, and to targets that can be stationary or moving. Students are challenged to take discrete
gymnastic-like skills they have developed, such as rolling or jumping and landing, and to start
combining these skills with smooth transitions and connecting movement between them. Third
grade students utilize their growing movement vocabulary as they work in small groups and
begin to assess their own performance as well as the performance of others. Students also
experience practicing the Connecticut Physical Fitness Assessment (CPFA) and understanding
their own results.



Founth #Hnade

LANGUAGE ARTS
Reading

The fourth grade literacy program continues the development of skills and strategies necessary
for reading and understanding more complex texts independently while
also broadening a wide interest in reading. Through a program rich in
both fiction and non-fiction, students continue to build extensive
vocabulary and word recognition skills. They apply multiple reading
strategies while fluently reading more complex texts. During the year,
students participate in units of study where they learn specific strategies %

to enhance understanding of fiction, nonfiction, and poetry selections. s
Fourth grade readers continue to practice choosing books that best match
their personal interests and skill levels, and they are expected to read self-selected books
independently throughout the year.

Fourth grade students continue to develop the ability to comprehend a variety of texts. They read
silently most of the time. They can sustain reading, interest and understanding over long texts.
They analyze words in flexible ways and attempt to figure out unfamiliar, multi-syllable words in
flexible ways. When reading, students are involved in a continuous process of building
background knowledge, which they use to understand increasingly complex ideas. They continue
to acquire new vocabulary through reading and to use reading as a tool for learning in the content
areas. As they read a wide variety of texts, fourth grade readers apply higher level thinking skills
and form interpretations. They integrate a variety of reading skills and strategies to enhance
understanding of a text, and they become increasingly adept at sharing text-related ideas in
written responses and in discussions with others.

Writing

In fourth grade, the writing program continues to emphasize the writing process, the writing
traits and reflective thinking. Students use the recursive nature of the writing process as they
generate topics, plan, draft, revise, edit and share their writing with a variety of audiences.
Students continue to have opportunities to write for different audiences, for specific purposes
and in a variety of forms including narrative, opinion, and informational writing.



MATHEMATICS

Fourth grade students continue to develop skills and concepts using manipulatives and clear
visual models. Students expand their understanding of the base-ten system by building on
previously taught concepts and moving from the use of concrete materials to pictorial
representations to abstract notation. Students develop fluency using the four operations with
multi-digit whole numbers. They extend understanding of fractions, including decimal notation
for fractions. Students solve problems involving measurement and conversion of measurement.
They draw and identify lines and angles, and classify shapes by their properties. Students are
encouraged to practice and apply concepts, solve challenging problems, and explain their
thinking both orally and in writing across all topics. Throughout the fourth grade experience, the
emphasis is on deep understanding which is characterized by flexible thinking and problem
solving.

SCIENCE

Matter: In this unit, students observe several scientific phenomena and explore the properties of
matter. They learn to develop claims and support them with evidence and reasoning as well as develop
models that show processes and represent both the seen and unseen. Students measure and observe
properties using triple beam balances and graduated cylinders. In addition, students engage in
designing and conducting an investigation related to matter.

Earth’s Changing Surface: Students begin with a scientific phenomena: How is it that
scientists could find marine fossils on the top of a mountain? Students work collaboratively to
create models (labeled diagrams and explanations) of how this might have happened over time.
They have the opportunity to continuously revise their models as they learn about fossil
formation, mountain formation, and erosion. Students also engage in the engineering design
process as they develop and test models of earthquake-resistant structures.

Energy/Electricity: During this unit, fourth graders engage in the inquiry process in order to
develop understanding of energy forms and energy transformations with a focus on electricity.
Students work as scientists as they design and carry out investigations. They will also work as
engineers as they design and build a device that uses light to solve a problem.

HEALTH

Fourth grade students learn how to be safe at school and in the community. They begin to
discuss the differences between appropriate and inappropriate behavior at school and in the



community. A presentation on vandalism, shoplifting and dangerous weapons is made by the
Farmington Youth Officer. Fire safety is taught by the Farmington Fire Department. Students
learn the importance of talking to a trusted adult about health and safety concerns and they
practice listening and communication skills. They learn how to take care of personal hygiene
and to recognize the beginning signs of puberty. Fourth grade students learn about the effects
of tobacco, alcohol, and other drugs, and they practice refusal skills that include how to
handle peer pressure.

SOCIAL STUDIES

American Revolution: In this integrated unit, fourth graders are introduced to the historical
context around the time of the American Revolution. They learn about the people in the
colonies (British colonists, African-Americans, and Native Americans) and the roles they
played in the American Revolution. Students learn to use a variety of primary and secondary
sources to develop understanding of the events and different perspectives during this time in
our history.

WORLD LANGUAGE

Fourth graders continue to understand and speak basic conversational Spanish. Students will
build on previously learned vocabulary and phrases in order to express basic information about
themselves, including personal interests, school interests, daily routines, travel to Spanish
speaking countries, and making plans with friends and family. This course assesses students’
interpersonal speaking proficiency level in the language based on American Council on the
Teaching of Foreign Languages Proficiency Levels.

LIBRARY/RESEARCH SKILLS

Fourth grade students continue their use of the online catalog, learning to modify keywords and
to use visual searches to improve search results. They are introduced to new books, series, and
authors through read-alouds, book talks, digital book reviews, and peer recommendations. They
learn techniques for accessing information in online resources. They communicate research
results using a variety of online tools. They also learn to evaluate websites for usefulness and
truthfulness.

MUSIC

The K-4 elementary vocal music curriculum focuses upon the development of independent
musicianship. Singing is the foundation of all music skills as the voice is the instrument.
Music skills are sequentially taught through the musical processes of performing, responding,
creating and connecting. Students develop independent musicianship by learning to read and
write musical notation through grade appropriate songs. Exploring movement and creating
new arrangements of music through song games and rounds allows students to make choices
towards innovative solutions. Students listen and respond to music making cultural



connections with language arts, social studies, art, and science through interdisciplinary
learning. Communicating through the language of music enables students to independently
explore the world around them through self-expression.

String instrument lessons continue in fourth grade. Students have a thirty-minute lesson and a
forty-minute group instruction class each week. Fourth grade students also participate in the
school orchestra and may join the school chorus. Students are able to sight read musical
phrases and perform a solo on their instrument.

VISUAL ARTS

Students in grades K-4 explore and create art work using subject matter of architecture, design,
landscape, portrait, still life, and symbol systems. They have many opportunities to explore a
variety of materials while building and practicing skills and techniques that increase in
complexity with each grade. Art units integrate classroom themes in language arts, social studies,
math, and science, and students develop an ability to transfer and apply knowledge from one
situation to another, which results in deep authentic learning. Following the Arts Propel model of
perception, production and reflection, students gain understanding and appreciation of the visual
arts and their role in the world around them, across cultures and throughout history.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Fourth grade students continue to refine their skills but now do so in increasingly specialized
game, gymnastic, exercise, and adventure environments. Students work on using a particular
skill for a particular purpose and to demonstrate effective and efficient movement. Students are
engaged in more complex games (numbers of players, boundaries, rules), gymnastic routines,
as well as exercise and adventure activities that challenge them physically, socially and
intellectually. They are heavily invested in assessing their own performance and understanding
what a quality performance looks like. The learning environment is focused on producing
students who are competent, confident and persistent movers and are inclined to make regular
physical activity a part of their day.

TECHNOLOGY

In grade 4, the technology program emphasizes beginning keyboarding and word processing
skills. Students receive instruction in basic typing skills with opportunities to practice through
an electronic tutorial. Students use a word processing program to edit and revise their work. In
the library, students learn the basics of searching databases, the electronic catalog, and the
Internet to assist in their research on a wide variety of topics.



